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Nihon Superior’s 55 Years in Photographs

1966 (FBf41) & 1972 (BBF147) &

; 2R BANFIBHLBEERIRY T EE%%%FEL #HERR B ET K.
RO MTERRSHA 24 (11A)
DEATETAINZANVTTTy7 Completed the construction of company

A RRERTHE. (55) dormitory and warehouse in Takarazuka,
Current chairman Toshiro Nishimura Hyogo Prefecture. (Nov)

established Nihon Superior Company
to market the products of Superior
Flux Mfg. & Co. (Ohio, USA) imported by 1974 (FBF049) &

Matsushita Electric Trading Co., Ltd. (May) SHOBRFEMTERSHL L. ZRYT
**Eﬁ%*iEZSZ/\“ )74t : ﬁ"_' TEHKASHERIL, (9A)

ICHE, 7XAVAH-2= B : : .
P . = Established Superior Kogyo Co., Ltd. as a
TLARRERSE 558D Eﬂnmuﬁomm ; idi i i
BARSZEEA, (128) : subsidiary for processing brazing alloys. (Sep)

Formed Nihon Superior Co.,
Ltd. and began importing
and selling brazing alloys
through a partnership with
Unibraze Inc., US. (Dec)

1978 (RBH153) &£

E Kery—ICH2RERER.
©B)

Completed the construction of
No.2 warehouse at the Esaka
Distribution Centre. (Sep)

1970 (FET45) &

Fﬂ E@MABRICH L M TEREZRASHEEARD
RET7STEBIINY BHREATIERNZ K, (28)

1982 (FB#157) & 1988 (FBH163) &

FYR-RILT4 AT EDET VARSI T BREEKNAL (R-
HAERESE S A 2 EH //\#‘/_yﬂﬁt%*i)to)%#%?i
%iiE. (38) NIHON SUF’_ERIOR TRADING (SINGAPORE)

Concluded license agreement with PTE. LTD. 232, (2R)
Multicore Solders Ltd., UK, for Established Nihon Superior Trading
local production. (Mar) (Singapore) Pte. Ltd. in Singapore as a joint

venture with Matsushita Electric Industrial

=8 - T E s
IR LTI T 52 AL Co., Ltd. (now Panasonic Corporation) (Feb)

(4R)
Completed Tsuyama Factory in .
Okayama prefecture. (Apr) . 1990 (ERi2) &

IWEZIHICH I HEROCHLEER
*f%. (58)
Completed construction of a new plant

and employee dormitory in Tsuyama,
Okayama Prefecture. (May)

1992 (Fm4)

mj.t b#{a)bzwxcih
NSHB3V ( u-*ruu)wﬁﬁjbsﬂ&“
(10R)

Started to sell a patented thermal fatigue
resistant solder alloy called NSHB3V.

1984 (REF159)

Y/ oAt EEMR
*HREMFE, (128)

(Oct)
Concluded an agency agreement with Matsushita Electric Developed soldering materials
Trading Co., Ltd. for the sales of its related imported with Canon, Inc. (Dec)
products in Southeast Asia as well as Japan. (Feb)
1966 1970 1972 1974 1978 1980 1982 1984 1988 1990 1992
1967 1969 1971 1977 1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1993
1967 (FBF142) £ 1971 (BBF146) &£ 1980 (FBF155) & 1987 (FBF162) &£ 1993 (FERL5) F
=2 XVA-HTZX THe Ga jj‘z?@?%ﬁﬁ%iﬂ@%ﬁﬁ!ﬁﬂbﬂl%%g)\ NEER GRIER) AEARRRYT7HEIZ AL, 1551&#7\(;/\,7‘: &% BI130-BI165 (%F&F =D G TEKA R L HERFA
} AL chlpil;L:j L. A5MBFINTORGE#IEK, (58) (4R8) ) DER5ERR, (8F) 1k HKUIERR 77y ANS-501
= = ELEER
LR, (2R) Installed a new type of wire processing Current president Tetsuro Nishimura joined. (Apr) Started to sell a patented low-melting-point (Rr&ri) 2Rk, (1A)
Formed a machine to produce brazing materials for gas solder alloy called BI130-BI165. (Aug) New no-clean flux developed
partnership with brazmlg. Increased sales of preformed brazing ! 1981 (FBF156) By I — RO T TERR D in partnershllp with Takeda
Gasflux Co.,US. materials. (May) o ess = - EE - - Pharmaceutical Company, Inc.
TVRYNT TR EREE LR Ty — ZERmABELER, (118) 3 :
(Feb) FaRsEats. (128) called the NS-501 series. Marketing
#RIBFE o Moved the distribution centre and befins. (Jan)
Started distributing the Relmatic Torch through a Superior Kogyo Co., Ltd. to Toyonaka to
o N IHON SUPERIOR TRADING
partnership with Sauvageau, France. (Dec) expand activities. (Nov) (SINGAPORE) PTE. LTD. I
1969 (FRf144) & 1977 (BBF152) & BULT FAR 7Y — L% EERA,
FYZR-TILTF4OT %A PR AR B T et 1983 (FRF158) & (118)
ttEiR#E, (9A) DI TEREST - X HEHRZRER, Nihon Superior Trading (Singapore)
Formed a partnership RELIZBE, R (8A) Pte. Ltd. began manufacturing
with Multicore Solders %E%)t'yy_%gg‘% - Opened the Nagoya solder paste. (Nov)
Ltd., UK. 2R Q‘ Sub-Branch. (Aug)
Multicore’s solder and Moved the main office
flux are approved by e - to Esaka Building of
the British Ministry of Matsushita Electric
Defence and NASA, US. (Sep) Trading located at 1985 (BBF160) &
Suita, Osaka. Also o
. ) S R4 = —
\h E ETPIFFEE ISR completed the construction of a distribution S.JZ: /:lzhd),..\ﬁﬁﬂ_’,t;/\,t7 I=LE 1989 (ERTT) &
#HHEER, (118) centre in Suita. (Feb) BEARFER%A, (3A)
: ' NP Hi TR ETICHT i E
Completed the construction — = . Began manufacturing and distributing 5 = N
of a new building for the ﬁag%ﬁ%ﬁﬁnh NS Brand Oxide-Free Solder Paste. (Mar) A (NS %ll/) ERRT
L (8A) AitzBiR, (68)
main office at Mondo T8 |- FFF2e fa =g ==
Okada-cho, Nishinomiya, Opened the Tokyo Branch. (Mar) A1A) SR L2 Completed construction of
Hyogo Prefecture. (Nov) a new main office building
Completed construction of R&D building (NS Bldg) at Esaka, Suita.
at Tsuyama Factory. (Nov) (May)
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2004 (‘FRL16)

| £ I Hr E A I 5
(18)

(E38) BRARZRIL,

Established Nihon Superior (Shanghai) Co., Ltd. in Shanghai, China. (Jan)

2010 (Fm22) F

¥R T7ICEAEBSEBEA NIHON SUPERIOR
(SINGAPORE) PTE. LTD. INDONESIA REPRE-

SENTATIVE OFFICE &%

i, (2R)

Eﬁﬁﬂﬂ#?ﬂ:ﬁfﬁfi AENFBEERIC
#iE. 6A)

Established Nihon Superior (Singapore) Pte. Ltd.
Indonesia Representative Office in Indonesia. (Feb)

2014 (FR26)

1998 (ER10) 4

— X UF TAF I KSR E
J a7y —i2A 7 Sn-Ag-CuR)
D51 £ 2B, SNIBC| B35
BRF5RtE, (6R)

Concluded license agreement with
lowa State University Research

Tetsuro Nishimura took up the position of
president, and Toshiro Nishimura took up the
position of chairman. (Jun)

PRAAE SRRl 5 — % R,
68)

Opened a technical centre at the Osaka Head Office. (Jun)
1 BEXARIAY S ZTA1SO9001 FREEENS,

Foundation, Inc. for production of AA ©A)

lead-free solders (Sn-Ag-Cu) and
started manufacturing & sales of
SN96CI. (Jun)

2000 (Fm12) £

- IZNIHON SUPERIOR
(THAILAND) CO., LTD. %
#&iz, (10R)

Established Nihon Superior
(Thailand) Co., Ltd. in Thailand.
(Oct)

Obtained certification to the ISO9001 Quality Management System Standard. (Aug)

2006 (‘Fm18) 4

— % U 1 & R E = NHON SUPERIOR
J UsA LLC. 2%, (2R)

Estabilished Nihon Superior USA LLC. in
the US. (Feb)

BICBAEGENT (F8) BRAR%
Fi, (7H)

& ~ LB TEE AT REPRESENTATIVE OF
NIHON SUPERIOR (THAILAND) CO., LTD.
IN HANOI #&&3Z, (58)

Established Representative of Nihon Superior (Thailand)
Co., Ltd. in Hanoi in Vietnam. (May)

< L —77I1ZNIHON SUPERIOR ASIA SDN. BHD. %% 37,
(58)

Established Nihon Superior Asia Sdn. Bhd. in Malaysia. (May)

£B7 ) —|ZATZSN100C DERE B ZEEHEMH EEERK
$H11S09453 Soft solder alloys | I2Z %, (88)

2002 (FRk14) £
HTREIRIAV NI RT A
ISO14001FREEE S, (8A)

All domestic sites were certified

under the ISO 14001 Environment
Management System Standard. (Aug)

1998 2000 2002

Established Nihon Superior (Hong Kong) Limited
in Hong Kong. (Jul)

HEH FlICKRYR > 5 — R&D > 5 —.
2 2RTH4E (98)
Completed the construction of Osaka Distribution

Centre, R&D Centre, and Toyonaka Factory in
Toyonaka. (Sep)

2004 2006

1995 1997 1999

1995 (FR7) F

L—>77(ZNIHON SUPERIOR (MALAYSIA)
SDN. BHD. %83z, (108)

Established Nihon Superior (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd.
in Malaysia. (Oct)

1997 (*FRR9)

L\ BIZARTEREFTER
H 278%&# &3, (3A)
Established Kyu Tai Industrial

Co., Ltd. in Taiwan as a joint
venture. (Mar)

2001 2003

2001 (FR13) £

AERSHOERRFSASIL AL EIRT  fod
1) —(3ATZSN100C D OEM A EETHEHBIR I,
(3A)

Concluded agreement with major world tin refiner E
Thailand Smelting and Refining Co., Ltd. on OEM
production of lead-free solder SN100C. (Mar)

[ - &M 1= NIHON SUPERIOR (SUZHOU)
CO., LTD. %5&3L, A7) —LDELEHR
FTxB®m. (10A)
Established Nihon Superior (Suzhou) Co., Ltd.

in China and began manufacturing and sales of
solder paste. (Oct)

1999 (Fm11) £F

*I\‘F%%EE%HEEE%& (15
D=y otR ) C T B
M7 —IFATZSN100C (BFEF&) D
AT RE, BEEREG, G3A)

The VCR Division of Matsushita
Electric Industrial Co., Ltd. announced
its adoption of Nihon Superior's
patented lead-free solder SN100C for
mass production. (Mar)

2003 (FFm15) F

S Y NULN=F it EDEF TNIHON SUPERIOR
(MALAYSIA) SDN.BHD. (2887 —IFATZEETRE%
B EEEBRAHZEZS, (8R)

Entered into a joint venture with the partner Balver Zinn
to upgrade lead-free solder production capacity at Nihon
Superior (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd.

L\ BILBBHEFNERNBRATZKRIL,

H (12A)

Established Nihon Superior (Taiwan) Co., Ltd. in Taiwan.
(Dec)

rry R HINHERH, The composition of lead-free solder SN100C was registered in the
& (11R) ISO 9453 - Soft solder alloys. (Aug)
¥ Received the Intellectual
B4 Property Achievement Award.
- E I Nov 2016 (‘ERk28) £
0 FEsEsTL =7 wuzrzsy |
'it 5 p ot “3? 14 ZEFLS2ZMN. (108) ]
81125 &% g it g; f; President Tetsuro Nishimura received an honorary
3] 3 1 1 LR a3 doctorate from Universiti Malaysia Perlis (UniMAP)
F # ¥ §3i (Oct)
f s ;
2012 (FEk24) 2018 (FBL30) £
2.—7\#5')7~7'f— él?ib‘l%ﬁ%bf:%?ﬁfg-ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
YRZVRKRER 7') —I$A7Z TSN100CV] A
IZTERZRRYTEF ARREHs REEEXKBEE]
HRELUEHTFERT ] (NS *%E, 6A)
CMEM) Rz, (75) The high-strength, silver-free lead-
Established Nihon free solder SN100CV developed
Superior Centre for Manufacture of Electronic Materials (NS by Nihon Superior received the Welding Featured Invention
CMEM) at the University of Queensland, Australia. (Jul) Award from the Japan Welding Engineering Society. (Jun)
2010 2012 2014 2016 2018
20M 2013 2015 2019
2011 (FRE23) &F 2015 (FRE27) & |
RLDIBRELETH, KZRYTiHORE | |
(18) 50RF xR LR k
L Ep N g utk=y: (gl - e

Received a Best Company Award in 2010 Osaka
Monodzukuri Spirit Awards. (Jan)

AhELRETE -
I]K (4R) '

Received a Suita City
Industrial Award. (Apr)

E- 3 %(BEEBEH A NIHON SUPERIOR |,

(SHANGHAI) CO., LTD. DONGGUAN

BRANCH %31z, (6R)

Established (Shanghai) Co., Ltd. Dongguan

Branch in China. (Jun)

2013 (FFmi25) F

L—>7-RILYZK
FEMT—FALD

HEFRERR. (28)

Started joint research
on lead-free solder with
Universiti Malaysia Perlis
(UniMAP) (Feb)

>y — | &R, (98)

Established R&D Centre
Bhd. (Sep)

(108)

A ceremony was held at
the Osaka Geihinkan to
commemorate the 50th
anniversary of Nihon
Superior’s establishment.
(Oct)

2019 (RHT) &F
DGs D BIRERLIC[AF 7B A% B fA,

(115) SUSTAINABLE =«.,=ALS
Launching DPEVELOPMENT n
initiatives B e

to achieve

the SDGs. E
(Nov)

in Nihon Superior (Malaysia) Sdn.
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The History of NIHON SUPERIOR
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1

. The first company office in Nishinomiya provides a clear indication of the size of the
business 50 years ago.

2. The company office at that time. The words visible in the background read,
“coexistence and co-prosperity”. Everyone came together to build the foundations
that are in place today.

3. The new office building immediately after completion. Toshiro Nishimura (now
Chairman) and the first newly delivered company car. A small triumph.

Starting Out as a Company
Dealing in the Domestic Sale of
Imported Brazing Alloys

In May 1966, Nihon Superior Company was founded

at a site in Mondo Okada-cho in Nishinomiya, Hyogo
Prefecture, by Toshiro Nishimura (now Chairman). The /

business started with Toshiro directly purchasing and
selling products from US-based Superior Flux & Mfg.
Co. that were imported by Matsushita Electric Trading.

The company was reorganised as “Nihon Superior Co.,
Led.” by the end of that year. Later, Nihon Superior began
importing and selling brazing alloys through a partnership
with Unibraze Inc. In 1967, the product range was expanded
to include gas flux and gas fluxers from the US company
Gasflux. In 1969, the range of products sold by Nihon
Superior was further expanded by entering into a distribution
agreement with the leading UK manufacturer of soldering
materials, Multicore Solders Ltd., whose products were
approved for use by the UK Ministry of Defence and NASA.

In Japan at that time, such soldering materials and equipment
were rare, so demand was strong and sales increased year by
year, necessitating the building, in November 1969, of a new,
albeit still small head office.

This was a time of rapid growth. The demand for metal
joining materials kept on increasing. Nihon Superior kept
pace with the times with support from the rapid growth of the

Japanese economy.
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4. Products from Superior Flux & Mfg. Co., the first business partner of Nihon Superior.

5. In the 1960s, Toshiro Nishimura often went to Europe and America in search of
products that could not be obtained in Japan.

6. The Gasflux brazing equipment Model 69D is a long-selling product that
continues to be popular even today.

7. "R&D, Sales and Marketing”. These are the principle of “The Three Human
Skills” as conceived by Toshiro Nishimura. Among these, greater emphasis has
been placed on marketing activities since the founding of the company. The
photograph is a newspaper advertisement from around 1969.

Oxides -Free
' Salder Cream
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. Construction of a Nihon Superior factory in Tsuyama, Okayama, for the licensed
production of Multicore products.

In 1977, the main office moved to Suita, Osaka. The office was established in
Matsushita Electric Trading’s Esaka Building.

3. Customer orders could be handled immediately once a distribution centre in Esaka,
where the main office was also located, was completed.

= WN =

N

Main Office Moves to Esaka, Osaka.
Transition from Trading Company to
Manufacturer

In 1977, seven years after the company office was constructed
in Nishinomiya, following an invitation from Matsushita
Electric Trading, the main office was moved to the sixth floor
of the Esaka Building (Suita, Osaka), which was constructed
by Matsushita Electric Trading. The next year, a distribution
centre and warehouse were constructed in Esaka, where the
main office was located. Together, these facilities provided the
basis of a sales and delivery system that could deal immediately
with customer orders.

Around this time, with the continued rapid development
of the electronics industry in Japan, it was no longer possible
to rely on sea shipment to keep up with domestic demand.
Therefore, in March 1982, a license agreement was concluded
with Multicore Solders Ltd. in the UK, and at
the same time the Tsuyama Factory in Okayama
Prefecture was being constructed, which set the
course for licensed production in Japan. The
current President Tetsuro Nishimura took charge of production
of the Multicore soldering materials.

The next goal was to develop in—house products. The first
in-house product was a solder paste that could be reflowed
with a laser beam, the equipment of which was a joint
development with a camera manufacturer. In March 1985, NS
Oxide-Free Solder Paste was created as the first—ever Nihon
Superior brand product.

Twenty years after its founding, Nihon Superior had begun
its transition from a trading company to a manufacturer of

advanced materials for electronics assembly.
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NS Oxide-Free Solder Paste was the first-ever Nihon Superior brand product.
Tetsuro Nishimura (now President) was involved in everything, including product
development, sales and presentations. In the photograph, brazing alloys are
being demonstrated.

Relmatic Torch from Sauvageau, France. Sales have been ongoing for 40 years
in Japan. Even today, it is a strong line of product sales.
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1. Completion of main office building in Esaka, Suita. The staff were also proud of the
completion of this fine office building.

2. In 1988, a joint venture was established in Singapore with Matsushita Electric
Industrial. This was the first overseas base.

3. In 1995, a solder manufacturing factory was established in the commercial city of
Ipoh in Malaysia. It is still operating today.

Completion of Main Office Building.
Development of Patented Products and
Expansion into Overseas Markets

The development of in—house products continued to progress.
In 1987, the low—melting—point alloys BI130 and BI165
were commercialised, followed by the successive production
of the Heat Cycle Stress Resistant Solder NSH63V and the
environmentally conscious no—clean flux NS-501, thereby
expanding the range of Nihon Superior soldering products.

In 1989, the invigorated Nihon Superior moved its main
office to the newly completed NS Building on the site of the
former distribution centre. The building took the lead in
urban greenery by providing an on-site garden, which was
rare at the time.

Commercial, production, and sales systems were well
established. However, new issues arose. Due to the sudden
appreciation of the yen from around the mid-1980s, the sale
price of products exported from Japan began to rise. To deal
with this appreciation in the yen, Nihon Superior Trading
(Singapore) Pte. Ltd. was established as a joint venture with
Matsushita Electric Industrial, and the company began locally
producing some solder products. In 1995, a factory was
established in Malaysia, which strengthened local production
systems.

In the difficult environment that saw the appreciation of
the yen and the Asian financial crisis, these measures helped to

accelerate local customer response.
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. The solder product line-up is expanded

with the continuing development of NS-
brand products after the NS Oxide-Free
Solder Paste.

. NSH63V leads the way for high-strength

solder. Being resistant to heat, it extends
the life of electronic devices. In the 1980s
and 1990s, PR and marketing activities
were expanded.

. To commemorate 20 years since the

company’s foundation, a campaign was
developed to giveaway the Hinokuchi
Sanko Shiboritate refined sake from
Japanese sake brewer Sanko Masamune.
This unique activity using sake as a free
gift for customers purchasing brazing
alloys or solder was a huge success.
It became a hot topic, and customers
appreciated it.
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1. In 2006, a mega-base was completed that gathered the distribution centre, factory,
and R&D centre in Toyonaka, Osaka.

2. In 2012, the eldest son of President Tetsuro Nishimura, Takatoshi Nishimura, joined
the company. Currently, he is working as the head of the Tokyo Branch.

3. A presidential handover ceremony was held on the 40th anniversary of the founding
of the company. The company flag was passed on from Toshiro Nishimura to Tetsuro
Nishimura.

The Future of the Company Opens Up
with Lead-Free Solder

In the latter half of the 1990s, when there was a growing
need to address environmental issues in the industry, Tetsuro
Nishimura (now President) invented a ground-breaking lead—
free product that would change the solder industry. This was
the SN100C lead—free solder composed of tin, copper, nickel
and germanium. SN100C was officially accepted by the VCR
Division of Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Ltd., and in 1999
it became available for the solder users all around the world.

When, in 2006, the RoHS Directive came into force
and solders containing lead could no longer be used in the
manufacture of electronics sold into the EU, environmentally
friendly SN100C, which had already established a track record
of successful application in Japan, became a global overnight
sensation. Request for licenses to manufacture SN100C came
in from solder makers all over the world. In a few short years
after its launch, SN100C had become a global.

There were also huge changes within the company. In 2004,
Toshiro Nishimura, who had taken the lead in the company
for 38 years since it was first established, was appointed as
Chairman, and Tetsuro Nishimura became President. The aim
of President Tetsuro Nishimura was “superior technology”. He
set about realizing that vision by establishing an R&D Centre
in Toyonaka, Osaka.

In 2012, Takatoshi Nishimura, the son of President Tetsuro

Nishimura, joined the company.

This puts in place the system
for management succession

into the future.
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. A wall sign was displayed at Kansai International Airport to mark the 10th
anniversary of the creation of the lead-free solder SN100C.

. Regarding SN100C, the basic composition of the alloy was later listed in the
ISO standards in recognition of its global success.

. A research centre was established in the University of Queensland. Support is
also given to the solar car racing activity at the university.

. President Tetsuro Nishimura is shown on the cover of an international
electronics industry magazine. His fame has spread across the world.

. The Intellectual Property Achievement Award was bestowed in recognition of
patent-based deeds that have created a successful business model.

. The creation of the lead-free solder SN100C raised the level from being superior
in Japan to being globally superior.
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